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The Tres Amigas SuperStation
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Why Is Tres Amigas a SuperStation?

Tres Amigas will:
Å Connect the three U.S. synchronous power grids through a DC 

Hub that can regulate the direction and level of power flows 
between the grids, thereby improving the efficiency of the 
transmission systems in all regions 

Å Provide economic incentives to further drive the growth of the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎǊƛŘ ōȅ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ 
transactions across currently inaccessible market regions

Å Optimize the value of existing AC infrastructure by utilizing state 
of the art technology

Å Provide reliable and cost effective transmission services consistent 
with NERC standards and regional reliability requirements

Tres Amigas Will Present Significant Opportunities for the Grid
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Why Is Tres Amigas a SuperStation?

Tres Amigas will:

Å Enable the buying, selling and physical delivery of electricity between 
participants in multiple grids

Å Optimize the performance of renewable energy sources by offering or 
creating options to firm intermittent power across a broad geographic area

Å Promote the development of renewable energy projects by creating an 
opportunity for such projects to connect to multiple high demand load areas

Å Enable renewable energy to follow hourly demand fluctuations throughout a 
large portion of North America

Å Integrate large scale renewable resources by providing the capability to 
manage real-time power fluctuations that would otherwise exceed the 
capability of many existing balancing authorities

Tres Amigas Will Present Significant Opportunities for Renewables
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The Location

Tres Amigas Is Ideally Situated in Eastern New Mexico Near the 
Borders of CO, OK and TX Serving as a Three-Way Interconnection of 

WECC, Eastern and ERCOT
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The Location: Regional Renewable Resource Potential

Significant Regional Wind & Solar Capacity Factors in Excess of 35%

Source: NREL
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From the 2010 Transmission Summit in Sweetwater
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w/ HVDC Proposals


