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Topics

ÅWind development 

ÅCompetitive Renewable Energy 
Zone (CREZ)

ÅTransmission to serve wind areas

ÅPUC Approval process for 
transmission



Wind Development

ÅTexas at 9,915 megawatts of installed 
wind capacity is the leader among 
states.

ÅIowa is second at 3,670 MW after 
adding 900 MW in 2009.

ÅIn the US for 2009, 39% of all new 
generating capacity was wind.



County Location of Installed Capacity and 

Interconnection Requests (Wind only)



CREZ Development

ÅPUCT initiated CREZ development in 
January, 2007

ÅPUCT designated CREZ in October, 2008

ÅPUCT selected companies and assigned  
projects in March, 2009

ÅFirst CCN application for Priority CREZ  
filed September, 2009

ÅFirst CCN application approved March, 
2010



CREZ Location & Output

Capacity of New CREZ 

Wind for Scenario 2 

(MW)

Panhandle A 3,191

Panhandle B 2,393

McCamey 1,859

Central 3,047

Central West 1,063

Total* 18,456

* Assumes 6,903 MW of 

existing wind capacity



Scenario 2 Transmission Facilities 

Å1,705 miles of new 345-kV double circuits

Å453 miles of new 345-kV single circuit

Å371 miles of 345-kV rebuild & upgrade

ÅNine (9) 345-kV substations

ÅOther lower voltage improvements





Schedule

¾Eleven  (11) CCN 
applications approved             

¾Twenty-six (26) CCN 
applications pending

¾All CCN approved by 
mid-2011

¾Construction of 
transmission:  2011 -
2013



Schedule for Panhandle CREZ
CCN Filing Dates 

Cross Texas

ÅGray-Tesla  5/3/10

ÅSilverton-Tesla  
7/6/10

ÅGray-White Deer 
9/6/10

Sharyland

ÅHereford-White Deer 
6/14/10

ÅSilverton-
Cottonwood 8/16/10

ÅHereford-Nazareth-
Silverton 9/27/10

ÅWhite Deer-Silverton 
10/18/10



Transmission Development Process 
for CREZ



Utility Evaluation

¾Select area to study
¾Evaluate area for potential routes
ÁCommunity values
ÁRecreational and park areas
ÁHistorical and aesthetic values
ÁEnvironmental integrity
ÁEngineering constraints
ÁCosts
ÁUse or parallel existing compatible rights-of-way
ÁParallel property lines or other natural features
ÁConform with the policy of prudent avoidance



Landowner Notification

ÅPublic meeting if 25 or more affected 
landowners

ÅPUCT receives comments

ÅWhen application is filed by electric utility
ïNotice in local newspaper

ïMail notice to municipalities within 5 miles

ïMail notice to all county governments

ïMail notice to directly affected landowners 



Landowner Participation

ÅBrochure in notice explains the regulatory 
process

ÅProtestor or intervenor

ÅDo not need an attorney

ÅIf protestor, can only file comments

ÅIf intervenor, can ask questions of utility, file 
testimony, and participate in the hearing

ÅHearings are usually held in Austin, Texas



Processing Contested Application

ÅIntervenorsfile testimony or statement of position

ÅCommission staff will file testimony with 
recommendation

ÅHearing is held before an administrative law judge

ÅAll parties in case will be cross examined by other 
parties and judge

ÅJudge prepares and submits proposal for decision (PFD) 
to the Commission

ÅCommissioners consider PFD at public meeting in 
Austin



After CCN Approval

ÅNotice sent to all landowners about decision of 
Commission

ÅUtility surveys the approved route

ÅUtility starts acquisition of right-of-way and 
necessary permits

ÅUtility orders material and hires contractor for 
the construction of the line

ÅCleanup concludes the construction after 
compliance with any PUC orders



Further Information

CCN transmission filings

www.puc.state.tx.us Interchange Retreival

CREZ map

www.puc.state.tx.us/electric/maps

CREZ information

www.texascrezprojects.com

http://www.puc.state.tx.us/
http://www.puc.state.tx.us/electric/maps

